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The	McGregor	Bay	Association	wishes	to	thank	you	for	your	continued	support	and	the	hard	work	of	the	many	
volunteers	who	help	make	our	organization	successful.		Last	year	continued	with	our	information	campaign	using	
direct	email	and	Facebook	posts	(McGregor	Bay	Friends)	to	provide	weekly	updates	on	activities	in	the	Bay.		This	
effort	has	been	well	received,	and	we	will	continue	with	this	effort	in	2020.			

The	second	phase	of	our	communication	strategy	has	been	to	update	the	McGregor	Bay	Association	website	which	
was	launched	in	February	2020.		We	used	a	secure	platform	developed	by	the	Georgian	Bay	Association	built	
especially	for	its	member	associations.	It	allows	us	to	customize	the	website	to	meet	our	needs	and	provide	better	
service	to	our	members	at	a	very	modest	development	cost.		

Revised	Website	http://mcgregorbayassociation.ca	
The	new	website	allows	for	easy	access	to	critical	information	and	membership	payment,	such	as	allowing	you	to	
update	your	personal	information	at	any	time	You	can	also	pay	for	your	membership	and	make	contributions	
online	with	credit	cards,	PayPal.	Or	if	you	prefer,	you	can	still	pay	your	membership	dues	by	Interact	or	by	cheque	
using	regular	mail	service.			

By	using	the	online	service,	the	burden	on	our	Membership	Committee	and	Treasurer	is	greatly	reduced	because	
the	information	flow	and	payments	are	automated	so	that	our	membership	database	and	accounts	are	always	
current.	

Special	Project	
Last	summer	Professor	Patricia	Chow-Fraser,	Department	of	Biology	at	McMaster	University,	spent	time	in	
McGregor	Bay	with	her	research	team	studying	aquatic	life.		As	a	result	of	this	work,	she	became	aware	that	the	
endangered	Blanding’s	turtle	is	present	in	McGregor	Bay.		This	was	a	pleasant	surprise	because	there	is	no	record	
of	these	federally	endangered	species	in	the	region.		Over	the	winter,	the	McGregor	Bay	Association	has	partnered	
with	Professor	Patricia	Chow-Fraser,	to	apply	for	funding	to	conduct	further	research.		Further	information	on	this	
initiative	can	be	found	in	this	newsletter.		

Water	Levels	
Water	levels	remain	high	in	Lake	Huron	and	Georgian	Bay	and	there	is	a	risk	that	water	levels	could	be	higher	than	
last	summer.		However,	the	watershed	snowpack	is	not	as	great	as	last	year	and	if	we	have	a	reduced	precipitation	
in	the	spring,	then	levels	may	drop	slightly.		This	is	nature	at	work,	and	the	unpredictability	of	water	level	change	is	
part	of	the	character	of	the	Great	Lakes.		It	is	worth	pointing	out	that	water	level	fluctuations	have	been	going	on	
for	thousands	of	years.		It	was	only	8-years	ago	in	2012,	that	water	levels	were	approaching	record	lows	and	some	
were	fretting	about	them	never	coming	back.		Water	levels	are	now	approaching	record	highs	and	they	are	now	
1.64m	or	5.5	feet	greater	than	they	were	in	2012.	

President’s	Message	
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Membership	and	Financials	

Membership Report 
 

 

The	Road	Ahead	
The	McGregor	Bay	Association	is	on	a	strong	footing,	delivering	tremendous	benefits	to	its	members.		We	
encourage	you	to	participate	in	our	many	activities	and	help	us	serve	our	members	better	by	offering	ideas	and	
encouragement	to	the	many	volunteers	that	make	this	a	successful	organization.		By	providing	donations	to	our	
“General	Contribution	Fund”	we	can	provide	these	services	at	a	low	membership	cost	so	that	everyone	who	wishes	
to	be	a	member	of	the	McGregor	Bay	Association	can	do	so.		

Thank	you	very	much	for	your	continued	support	and	we	look	forward	to	a	spectacular	summer	in	2020.	

~	John	Woodrooffe,	President	

	
The	Benefits	of	Membership	

	
Belonging	and	supporting	the	McGregor	Bay	Association	makes	many	things	possible.		Examples	of	activities	
supported	by	your	membership	and	financial	contributions	are:		

• Creates	and	sends	out	the	an	annual	Newsletter	and	Membership	Directory,		
• Maintains	our	website,		
• Supports	weekly	programs	such	as	the	Kayak	Club,	and	the	junior	sailing	instruction	and	the	senior	

sailing	races	
• Organizes	and	funds	the	Red	Sand	Beach	Picnic,	and	the	Water	Festival,			
• Supports	the	popular	Dessert	with	a	Dash	talks	and	presentations	
• Provides	fire	protection	by	supplying	and	maintaining	fire	pumps	throughout	the	Bay		
• Installing	and	maintaining	buoys	marking	rocks	and	channels,		
• Conducting	biweekly	water	testing		
• Hosting	our	Annual	Meeting	and	Social.		

-	Eleanor	Pardoe,	Membership	Chair	

Financial	Status	

As	you	can	see	from	the	chart	below	our	membership	numbers	were	down	slightly	last	year.		We	depend	on	
membership	dues	to	cover	the	expenses	of	maintaining	our	programs	and	services.	Your	support	helps	to	maintain	
many	of	the	things	we	take	for	granted.		Please	encourage	your	family	members	to	become	extended	members	and	
your	neighbours	and	friends	to	join	the	association.	As	members,	they	will	receive	the	annual	Newsletter	and	have	
full	access	to	our	new	website.		

 

	
Membership	Type	 2018	 2019	

Regular	 175	 170	

Extended	 127	 124	

Friend	of	Bay	 8	 10	

Associate	 9	 9	

Totals	 319	 313	
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The	New	MBA	Website	
John	Woodrooffe	and	Steve	Morgan	

In	2019,	the	Board	of	Directors	gave	approval	to	update	our	website	in	order	to	better	serve	our	members.		The	
revised	website	was	constructed	through	an	arrangement	with	the	Georgian	Bay	Association	using	a	mature	
platform	that	they	developed	for	associations	like	ours.		The	website	is	structured	to	be	relatively	transparent,	
requiring	sign-in	only	for	certain	things	such	as	payment,	personal	information	editing	and	membership	phone	book	
access.		This	keeps	it	simple	and	users	can	quickly	access	the	information	on	the	site	without	having	to	sign	in.		All	
personal	information	is	located	behind	the	secure	sign	in	fire	wall	and	is	guarded.				

We have a number of goals for this new site but first and foremost is to reduce the level of effort 
required to track member payments and maintain accurate information on our membership 
database which we use for email blasts and our annual directory.  This will greatly reduce the 
workload of our volunteer membership committee lead by Eleanor Pardoe and our Treasurer 
Steve Morgan.  The new site will give easier access to information for our members and allow 
them to personally update their address, phone numbers and other information when they wish at 
any point, 24-7.  

You can now choose to pay for your membership and any voluntary donations online using a 

Photo:	Gillian	Woodrooffe	

Despite	our	drop	in	membership,	our	financial	position	improved	somewhat	in	2019.	We	ended	the	year	with	a	small	
surplus	of	$1,106	versus	a	($167)	deficit	in	2018.	Member	contributions	for	2019	were	down	4.8%	from	2018	
($36,324	vs	$38,070)	however	our	expenses	were	also	down	by	8.6%	($35,218	vs	$38,237).	The	last	few	years	have	
required	us	to	expend	our	modest	cash	reserves	and	borrow	from	the	Rainbow	Fund	to	support	our	efforts	and	fund	
a	few	extraordinary	projects.	As	we	head	into	a	new	year,	through	the	always	generous	support	of	our	members,	we	
will	continue	to	provide	the	programs	and	services	you	enjoy	while	working	to	ensure	our	longer-term	financial	
stability.	
	
~	Steve	Morgan,	Treasurer	



 

 

Page 6 McGregor Bay Association  

NEMI	Notes	

credit card or PayPal without having to fill in and submit the time-consuming PDF form.  We 
strongly urge members to use the online payment so the efficiency benefits of the new website 
can be realized.  For those wishing to pay by cheque or Interac you can do so but you will need to 
complete and submit the PDF membership form which is available on the website. 

To access the website, you can Google; “McGregor Bay Association” or go directly to 
“mcgregorbayassociation.ca”, update your profile, obtain a password and then you will have 
access to much of the site.  Once dues are paid, full access to the website will be granted. 

Once you receive the random generated password you can select a password of your choosing 
by going to your “profile page” and clicking on “edit profile” and selecting “Change Password”. 

	

It	has	been	a	somewhat	quiet	past	year	for	NEMI	and	Ward	1,	but	with	all	the	predictions	for	yet	even	higher	water	
levels	this	summer,	things	may	get	'interesting'.	I	know	that	many	docks	and	ramps	have	already	sustained	damage	
or	are	unusable	and	people	are	trying	to	adapt	to	this	new	challenge	-	just	as	we	did	during	the	many	years	of	
extremely	low	levels.	My	regret	is	putting	in	a	lovely	rock	garden	in	a	spot	that	I	thought	was	a	safe	distance	from	the	
shoreline.	I	now	have	a	rice	paddy!		
	
But	happily	there	is	some	good	news	to	report:	Ward	1's	tax	rate	will	be	going	down	this	year	at	-.99%.	Meaning	that	
for	some	people,	depending	on	your	assessment,	you	may	actually	be	paying	less	municipal	tax	than	last	year.	
Council	passed	the	2020	budget	on	January	23rd	with	an	overall	increase	to	the	levy	of	4.6%.	In	Ward	1	we	have	an	
increase	of	$2000	for	the	recycling	at	J	&	G	Marina	for	a	total	of	$12,000	and	a	modest	increase	to	the	MNR	Fire	
Protection	rate	to	$1,236.	The	entire	budget	can	be	seen	at	the	Town	website:	www.townofnemi.on.ca.	It	is	a	new	
and	improved	website	with	links	to	services,	contact	numbers	and	events.	The	Town	also	has	an	excellent	and	
constantly	updated	Facebook	page	(Town	of	Northeastern	Manitoulin	and	the	Islands	-	NEMI).	



 

 

Some	of	the	Ward	1	tax	proceeds	go	towards	are	the	Recreation	Centre	on	Hwy	6,	which	offers	a	lot	of	activities	for	
young	and	old	including	the	increasingly	popular	sport	of	pickelball.	There	is	an	organized	league	that	meets	3	times	a	
week	and	is	open	to	anyone.		See	the	website	for	more	information	or	call	705	368	2825.	
	
The	Museum	also	will	be	open	again	in	May	and	having	completed	the	trails	and	signage	for	the	Sheguiandah	
Archaeological	Site.	There	will	be	tours	available	in	the	summer.	Go	to:	www.shegsite.com	for	more	information	or	
call	the	Centennial	Museum	directly	at	705	368	2367.	
	
On	your	way	to	visit	the	museum	in	Sheguiandah		(and	enjoy	the	beautiful	grounds	and	picnic	area	with	bbq	pits	and	
children's	playground)	-	stop	at	the	NEMI	landfill	open	on	Tuesdays	and	Saturdays	from	9	a.m.to	3	p.m.	and	Sundays	
(May	to	October)	from	11	a.m.	to	6	p.m.	This	year's	Household	Hazardous	Waste	Day	will	be	on	Saturday	July	4th	so	
bring	your	old	batteries	and	paint	cans	and	solvents	to	be	disposed	of	safely.		This	is	a	considerable	expense	($30,000)	
shared	across	the	whole	municipality,	so	please	take	advantage	of	it.	
	
We	also	contribute	to	the	NEMI	Public	Library	at	50	Meredith	St.	(same	road	as	the	hospital)	and	it	is	continuing	to	
offer	wonderful	programs	and	services	to	the	community.	There	was	a	very	successful	Christmas	Open	House/Open	
MIC	concert	with	local	talent	of	all	sorts	and	there	are	plans	for	another	one	in	the	summer	to	showcase	all	your	
library	has	to	offer.	There	are	over	1000	DVD's	and	free	WiFi	access	as	well	as	an	e-book	service	to	download	either	
audible	or	print	books.	Great	for	summer	reading	or	listening	out	on	an	island!		And	new	just	recently,	the	library	has	
laptop	computers	available	to	rent.	Please	call	the	library	at	705	368	2444	for	information	about	obtaining	a	card.	Any	
seasonal	resident	in	NEMI	is	entitled	to	use	the	library.	Once	again	this	year,	they	will	host	the	Manitoulin	Art	Tour	
(July	17	-	19)	and	are	planning	a	bus	tour	to	some	of	the	Island	galleries.	Please	contact	the	library	if	you	are	
interested	in	taking	part.	It	is	a	wonderful	way	to	see	some	of	the	places	many	of	us	don't	get	to	often	(if	at	all)!	
	
Lastly,	although	our	taxes	may	be	going	down	this	year	–	2020	will	see	new	MPAC	assessments,	which	are	done	every	
4	years.	If	you	have	questions	about	yours	please	call	1-866-296-6722	or	go	to	www.mpac.ca.	
	
For	building	permits	you	can	contact	705	368	3500	ext.	227	or	go	to	the	NEMI	website	for	an	online	application	and	
to	see	what	is	required	to	be	in	compliance	with	the	Ontario	Building	Code.	
	
Hopefully	not	too	much	new	re-building	will	need	to	be	done	to	cope	with	the	higher	water	levels.	There	has	been	
significantly	less	ice	cover	on	the	Great	Lakes	this	winter	but	that	doesn't	seem	to	have	made	any	difference	-	except	
maybe	for	an	early	start	to	break-up	and	opening	camp!	
	
Please	contact	me	anytime	with	your	comments	or	concerns:		lcook@townofnemi.on.ca	or	705	282	7076	
	
Wishing	you	all	a	safe,	happy	and	early	spring!	
	
	~	Laurie	Cook,	Ward	1	Councillor	
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While	it	is	midwinter,	Whitefish	River	Anishinabek	Nation	is	anything	but	hibernating.	All	around,	we	can	see	the	
positive	transformations	that	have	been	happening	in	our	community.		As	you	drive	into	Birch	Island,	you	can’t	miss	
seeing	our	new	Elevated	Storage	Reservoir.		You	have	probably	noticed	that	our	beautiful	new	daycare	had	its	Grand	
Opening	on	January	24,	that	the	Outdoor	Skating	Rink	is	in	full	swing,	and	that	construction	continues	to	progress	on	
our	new	Elders’	Centre.		For	those	who	have	been	away	from	the	community	for	a	while	and	come	back	home,	I	
often	hear	comments	about	how	much	has	changed	that	those	of	us	living	and	working	here	every	day	do	not	
necessarily	even	notice.	
	
Taking	a	step	back	and	reflecting	on	what	is	growing	all	around	us,	the	scale	and	pace	of	growth	in	Whitefish	River	
First	Nation	has	been	nothing	short	of	remarkable.		The	number	of	full-time	and	part-time	staff	delivering	services	to	
the	community	has	more	than	doubled	since	2002,	and	our	community	budget	has	nearly	tripled.	Today	there	are	19	
community	buildings	(up	from	8	in	2002)	and	the	population	within	the	village	has	grown	by	more	than	50%	from	
282	in	2002	to	over	400	today,	with	78	housing	units	added	over	that	time	period.		
	
With	growth	comes	complexity,	and	sometimes	growing	pains.		With	overwhelming	support	of	our	members,	we	
have	taken	more	and	more	control	of	service	delivery	back	from	the	Federal	government	and	into	the	direct	control	
of	our	Nation.		But	responsibilities	are	not	easy,	and	in	striving	to	put	our	people	first,	our	administration	feels	a	lot	
of	push	and	pull	on	their	time	and	priorities.		Gone	are	the	days	when	it	was	reasonable	to	expect	that	one	person	
could	both	write	our	policies	and	procedures,	keep	tabs	on	all	the	staff,	keep	up	with	all	of	the	regulatory	
requirements	that	govern	our	work,	and	also	run	the	snow	plow	and	lawn	mower!		In	particular,	the	job	description	
of	our	Band	Manager	has	grown.		Among	other	things,	the	position	requires	our	Band	Manager	to	keep	up	with	the	
changing	require	for	safe	water,	infrastructure,		and	housing,	to	support	expanding	education	with	our	Anishinabek	
Education	System,	Matrimonial	Real	Property	Law,	Child	Welfare	through	KINA,	and	to	support	the	growth	and	
change	in		Information	Technology	that	is	now	an	integral	part	of	any	office	administration.		
	

While	it	is	still	Mid	Winter	
	Chief	Franklin	Paibomsai	
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St.	Christopher’s	Church	News	

Council	feels	that	we	need	to	continue	to	move	forward	in	building	the	infrastructure	that	will	support	our	strategic	
direction	of	our	band	services	for	people	of	all	ages,	supporting	wellness,	education	and	economic	development.		We	
need	to	be	visionary	and	forward-thinking	as	we	continue	to	move	forward.		

Chi	Miigwetch	

It’s	hard	to	believe	another	year	has	evaded	us.		The	
church	had	a	wonderful	year.		Jamie	Baxter	returned	
for	his	second	year	as	our	student	minister.		His	
sermons	and	guitar	playing	were	truly	appreciated.	
There	were	no	major	issues	encountered	and	
attendance	was	good.		Although	the	weather	was	
rough	in	June,	July	and	August	were	fine.		

The	last	of	the	new	docks	are	in	the	Bay	and	will	be	
in	place	next	spring.		New	ramps	have	also	been	
purchased			-	Jim	Ferguson	and	company	has	done	a	
professional	job	at	completing	all	the	work	on	
schedule	and	on	budget.	A	big	thanks	you	to	all	who	
have	donated	to	this	major	project.	

The	Parish	Hall	and	Docks	continue	to be	a	
community	hub	throughout	the	past	summer	
months.	Beginning	in	June,	the	Garden	Club	spent	a	
day	cleaning	up	the	Parish	grounds,	making	things	
ready	for	the	summer	events	to	follow.	These	
included	weekly	Sunday	services,	monthly	potlucks	
and	the	annual Bishop’s	Bash.	Fundraising	events	
featured	a	Pancake	Breakfast,	art	and	craft	shows,	
auctions,	weekly Bridge	Club	meetings,	Euchre	
parties	and	the	very	popular	Trivia	Night.   

This	year,	Trivia	night	host,	Howard	Bridges	is	
retiring.	We	want	to	thank	Howie	for	the	time	and	
energy	he	has	put	into	making	Trivia	such	a	
successful	event.		Our	new	host/organizer	is	Sue	
Miller	Nyhof	and	company.	We	want	to	wish	her	the	
same	amount	of	success	that	Howie	had	enjoyed	

Over	the	summer,	MBA	made	almost	daily	use	of	the	
Parish	docks	for	its	activities.		Among	these	were	
junior	and	senior	sailing,	the	Water	Festival,	Monday	
night	Desert	with	a	Dash,	Friday	Kayak	Cub’s	
rendezvous,	and	last	but	not	least	the	important	
Annual	General	Meeting	and	Social.		

This	year,	the	Pancake	Breakfast	is	scheduled	for	July	
11,	2020	and	will	include	a	silent	auction	and	some	
fabulous	high	value	gift	certificates	contributed	by	
some	of	our	town	merchants.		

Some	thirty	parishioners	have	all	ready	committed	
to	donate	for	auction	gift	baskets	with	themes	such	
as	selections	of	wine,	grandchild	rainy	day	projects,	
garden,	dinner-in-a-basket,	boat	cleaning	supplies.	
More	are	yet	to		come!		This	will	be	a	fun	event	so	
please	plan	to	attend.		



 

 

and	community	to	invite	and	include	as	many	of	
ourneighbors	as	possible....everyone	will	be	
welcome…	
	
Other	fundraising	ideas	are	needed,	welcomed	and	
appreciated	-	with	thanks	from	Veronica!		
	
I	just	bought	a	karaoke	machine	and	think	I	will	bring	
it	to	the	Bay.		I	am	thinking	about	having	a	talent	
show	and	karaoke	party.		It	can	be	really	fun	or	
embarrassing	or	both.		Stay	tuned!	
	
That	is	the	roundup	from	2019	and	a	preview	of	a	
few	things	to	come	for	2020.	Stay	warm.	Hope	for	
lower	water	levels	next	summer	and	see	you	in	the	
spring	Pray	for	sunshine!		
	
~	Dick	and	Veronica	
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This	year’s	Quilt	Auction	will	feature	a	beautiful	
artist’s	rendition	of	birch	trees	in	the	snow...a	truly	
one	of	a	kind	item.	
	
Pork	Roast	Dinner	
	
Another	major	fundraising	event	will	be	held	on	
August	2,	from	4	p.m.	to	8	p.m.	The	main	draw	is	a	
roast	pork	dinner	from	Bart	farms	of	Manitoulin	
Island.		They	will	be	on	site	for	the	roasting	and	
slicing.		Included	on	the	menu	will	be	baked	
potatoes,	roasted	corn,	baked	beans,	salad,	bread	
rolls,	apple	pie	and	vanilla	ice	cream.		There	will	be	
door	prizes,	original	art	for	sale	and	live	music,	plus	a	
few	other	surprises!		
Although	volunteers	have	all	ready	been	drafted	to	
be	bartenders,	dock	people,	cooks	and	cleanup	
helpers,	we	still	need	help	for	other	jobs.		These	
include	volunteers	to	provide	boats	to	pick	up	
people	from	Birch	Island,	servers,	garbage	collection	
and	a	set-up	crew.	Please	contact	Veronica	Stier	705-
285-4927	or	at	941-214-8747	to	volunteer.  

Tickets	go	on	sale	the	first	of	June.	See	any	church	
board	member	and	we	will	get	you	tickets!	This	is	a	
pre-	sale	event,	as	we	need	to	know	how	much	pork	
will	be	needed.		All	the	service,	food	and	material	
will	be	donated,	with	100%	of	the	proceeds	to	the	
Parish	to	help	fund	future	upkeep	and maintenance	
of	the	property	of	Saint	Christopher’s	Anglican	
Church.		This	is	our	opportunity	as	a	congregation		

Proceeds	from	Yoga	Monday	Classes	were	shared	with	Whitefish	River	First	Nation	and	St.	Chritopher’s	Anglican	Church.	
L	–	Carol	Phillips	and	Brian	McGregor	of	WFRN;	R	-		Carol	Phillips	with	Dick	Lockrem,	treasurer	of	St.	Christopher’s	
Anglican	Church.	



 

 

2019	Trivia	Night	Winners:	Left	to	right...Nevin	
Lather,	Pam	Lather,	me,	Ann	Casson,	Bryn	Casson,	

Ken	Lather	
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Yoga	Mondays	
Carol	Phillips	

Carol	Phillips	volunteered	her	time	teaching	yoga	Monday	mornings	in	July	and	August	2019.	Thanks	to	the	generous	
donations	from	summer	yoga	participants,	the	money	raised	was	split	equally	between	WRFN	for	minor	sports	and	
for	the	maintenance	of	St.	Christopher’s	Parish	Hall.	Thank	you	to	everyone	who	participated	and	contributed!		
	
Carol	hopes	to	see	everyone	back	for	summer	yoga	in	2020!	-	Same	time	/	same	place	-	Mondays	9:30	to	10:45	a.m.,	
July	6th	to	August	24th,	in	the	Parish	Hall.		
	
Other	yoga	instructors	visiting	the	Bay	this	summer	are	encouraged	to	teach	on	any	Wednesday.	If	interested,	please	
contact	carolphillips4@rogers.com	.	
	

Trivia	Night	
Sue	Miller	

	
It	is	with	great	trepidation	as	I	write	this,	with	high	
hopes	I	can	continue	the	Trivia	tradition	and	carry	
the	torch,	which	has	burned	bright	under	Howie’s	
lead!		Trivia	will	be	back.		I	did	not	take	notes	on	the	
previous	winners,	but	I	am	sure	they	will	make	
themselves	known	as	the	competition	ramps	up	
again	this	year!!	

Please	join	us,	Thursday,	August	6,	5:30;	the	games	
will	begin	at	6:00	pm.		Please	bring	something	
yummy	to	share,	and	of	course	your	wrapped	white	
elephant	gift	for	exchange.		Beverages	will	be	
available.		This	is	a	St.	Christopher’s	event,	we	ask	for	
$10	per	person	admission,	and	all	proceeds	will	go	to	
the	church.	

Potential	categories	this	year	may	or	may	not 

Photo:	Terry	Goan	



 

 

July	13	-	Telemedicine	(Medical	Geography)	with	
Professor	Gary	Shannon.	
	
Telemedicine	is	the	distribution	of	health-related	
services	and	information	via	electronic	information	
and	telecommunication	technologies.		It	is	long	
distance	patient	and	clinician	contact,	care,	advice,	
education	and	intervention.	For	30	years	Gary	has	
focused	on	telemedicine.	He	will	be	looking	back	at	
looking	forward.		He	will	trace	it	back	to	
telemedicine	inventions	and	how	people	speculated	
about	their	own	medical	issues	in	the	early	20th	
Century	and	how	it	was	realized	in	the	latter	
decades	of	the	20th	Century.	His	focus	is	on	the	
availability	and	utilization	of	medical	care	
opportunities.		A	fascinating	topic	I'm	sure	you	will	
enjoy!	
	
July	20	-	Cottage	History	with	Zoe	McDougall	
The	Patten	cottage	was	built	by	survey	teams	of	First	
Nations'	men	who	surveyed	most	of	Northern	
Ontario	with	Thad	Patton	of	Little	Current.		Join	us	to	
learn	the	history	of	Vim	Island	in	McGregor	Bay.	
	
July	27-Story	Telling	VII		An	Evening	of	Storytelling	
	
Come	and	be	wonderfully	entertained	by	our	Bay	
storytellers.	I	have	organized	as	many	as	6	
storytellers	who	will	share	their	stories,	each	lasting	
between	8	and	10	minutes.		Subjects	include	stories	
about	life	in	the	Bay,	personal	anecdotes	and	other	
topics	of	interest.	If	you	are	interested	in	sharing	
your	story	contact	me	in	the	coming	months	so	that	
I	can	develop	the	evening's	program.	Many	thanks	
to	Donna	Zajonc	for	organizing	our	previous	six	
evenings.	
	
July	31	–	(Friday	evening)	A	Folk	Concert	in	the	
Parish	Hall	with	Marty Rosen  (music will begin at 
6:30 that evening) 
 
Marty Rosen is a Kentucky-based librarian, journalist 
and singer-songwriter will perform at 6:30 p.m. in the 
Parish Hall. Marty and his wife spend part of each 
year at a cottage on Meldrum Bay on Manitoulin 
Island. As a solo artist who has a special affinity for 
Canadian music and his shows always include 
songwriters from	across	the	country	including	the	
likes	of	Stan	Rogers,	Ian	Tyson,	Ron	Hynes,	John	
Wort	Hannam	and	Ridley	Bent.	
	
August	3	–	Monarch	Butterfiles	with	Professor	Joe	
Shorthouse	from	Laurentian	University	
	
Monarch	butterflies	are	the	world's	most	iconic	
species	of	insect	well-known	from	Southern	Ontario	

include:		Nature	in	the	Bay,	Out	and	About	in	the	
Bay,	Water	in	the	Bay,	Championships	-	not	in	the	
Bay,	As	the	Bass	Breeds,	Frost,	Service	and	Poetry,	
Our	Quiet	Paradise,	and……Bridges	of	the	World!	

I	look	forward	to	another	animated	evening	with	all	
who	attend!		Please	bring	friends,	family	and	guests.		
We	will	finish	with	lots	of	time	of	time	before	it’s	
getting	on	for	dark	to	get	you	home!	
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Dessert	with	a	Dash	
Doris	Cowan	

Dessert	with	a	Dash	...	continues	to	be	a	highly	
popular	Monday	evening	summer	event	among	
McGregor	Bay	cottagers.	The	summer	of	2019	was	
no	exception,	with	speakers	drawing	as	many	as	55	
cottagers	on	one	evening	alone.	Thanks	to	everyone	
who	contributed	to	making	last	year’s	series	a	
success.	Members	of	this	year's	DWAD	Committee	
are	Margaret	Beard	and	Doris	Cowan.		Together	we	
invite	you	to	come	and	join	in	one	or	more	evenings.	
	
Beginning	Monday,	July	6th,	our	2020	series	will	
consist	of	7	informative	talks	which	will	once	again	
be	held	at	the	Parish	Hall.		Each	evening	will	start	
with	dessert	and	socializing	at	6:30	p.m.	followed	by	
a	presentation	at	7:00	p.m.		Select	any	or	all	of	the	
smorgasbord	of	topics	listed	below	from	the	
tentative	2020	schedule	and	be	prepared	to	
thoroughly	entertained	
 
July	6	-	From	Middle	Earth	to	the	Middle	Kingdom	
with	Mike	and	Jackie	Toombs		
	
Mike	and	Jackie	will	talk	about	their	trip	from	
Shanghai	to	the	Tibetan	Highlands	and	back	again,	
where	they	spent	three	weeks	in	China	on	“a	Magic 
Carpet Ride" This walk back in time was 
extraordinary and the scale of its modernity is beyond 
comprehension. 



 

 

to	central	Mexico.	They	have	an	amazing	life	cycle,	
which	includes	the	ability	of	caterpillars	to	eat	
poisonous	milkweed	leaves	and	adults	emerging	in	
the	late	summer	to	fly	individually	to	a	small	cluster	
of	mountain	tops	in	central	Mexico	where	they	
overwinter.This	presentation	includes	colour	
photographs,	mostly	taken	on	Manitoulin	Island,	of	
all	aspects	of	monarch	biology	and	people	
interacting	with	both	caterpillars	and	tagged	adults.	
	
August	10	-	Hiroshima	with	Eric	Grant	Associate	
Chief	of	Research,	Radiation	Effects	Research	
Foundation	in	Hiroshima,	Japan	
	
The	Radiation	Effects	Research	Foundation	(RERF)	
conducts	the	longest	and	largest	epidemiological	
study	in	the	world.	Data	collected	from	the	Life	Span	
Study	(LSS)	of	atomic	bomb	survivors	informs	the	
world	on	the	long-term	health	effects	of	exposure	to	
ionizing	radiation.	Studies	on	atomic	bomb	survivors,	
those	exposed	in	their	mother's	wombs	and	children	
conceived	after	parental	radiation	exposure	have	
been	continuous	since	1947.	The	talk	will	show	how	
those	data	are	used	around	the	world	to	determine	
radiation	safety	standards.	
	
The	Grants	have	come	to	the	Bay	since	the	1960's,	
and	have	owned	a	camp	on	Iroquois	Island	since	
1980.	Eric	has	a	PhD	in	Epidemiology	and	worked	for	
RERF	in	Hiroshima	for	more	than	20	years	

McGregor Bay Association

Calling	on	all	Cottagers…..	

Would	you	like	to	join	us	and	share	stories	and	
history	about	your	cottage?	If	you	are	
interested,	please	contact	Margaret	Beard	
(beard.marg@gmail.com)	or	Doris	Cowan	
(dorisinca@yahoo.com).	Talks	need	to	be	30	
minutes	or	so,	and	embellish	with	photos	and	
memorabilia.		
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of	the	fire	equipment.	The	work	was	possible	with	
the	help	of	a	number	of	volunteers.	The	Hiawatha	
Station	and	the	Quinn	Station	have	been	raised	and	
have	good	access,	thanks	to	Rob	Linder	and	the	
Quinns.	
	
It	is	anticipated	that	further	refinements	will	be	
required	in	the	coming	summer	anyone	wanting	to	
help	can	contact	Ed	Schillemore	at	705-929-0120	in	
the	beginning	of	May.	
	
The	pumps	are	in	storage	under	the	parish	hall	and	
planned	to	be	serviced	and	put	out	the	first	part	of	
May.	The	fire	equipment	stations	are	still	in	the	
same	locations	as	per	the	fire	map	on	the	web	site.	
Everyone	is	encouraged	to	check	from	the	website	
and	make	sure	your	location	is	posted	in	a	visible	
spot	so	in	the	event	of	a	fire	clear	direction	can	be	
given	to	the	Ministry	of	Natural	Resources	to	enable	
them	to	respond	quickly.	

McGregor	Bay	Bridge	
	
Every	Wednesday	at	10	AM	in	the	Saint	
Christopher's	Parish	Hall,	a	group	of	friends	meets	to	
play	duplicate	Bridge.	The	coffee	is	brewing	and	if	
we	are	lucky,	one	of	the	bakers	in	our	group	brings	
cookies	or	some	other	delicious	treat	to	share.	This	is	
not	the	scary,	serious	Bridge	of	tournaments	that	
you	might	have	read	about.	After	all,	it	is	the	BAY.	 
	
You	need	NOT	be	a	member	of	ACBL,	as	no	master	
points	are	awarded.	The	Bidding	Boxes	which	
sometimes	seem	intimidating	to	new	players	do	not	
bite.	It	is	just	a	fun	day	of	cards,	and	a	really	good	
way	to	meet	others	from	around	the	Bay.	If	you	do	
not	have	a	partner,	come	anyway	and	we	will	"fix	
you	up"	with	another	single.	Bring	a	sack	lunch	as	we	
take	a	break	at	noon,	then	continue	play	until	the	
scores	have	been	tallied...usually	around	2:30.	If	you	
have	any	questions,	please	call	my	Bay	phone.	 
Hope	to	see	you	there!		
	
~Lynne	Stanich	(705)	866-7059.	 

Fire	Protection	in	McGregor	Bay	
Ed	Schillemore,	Fire	Protection	Committee	Chair	

	
2019	was	a	year	with	some	challenges	but	luckily	
more	to	do	with	water	than	fire.	There	was	one	
reported	fire	in	the	summer	of	2019	on	the	island	
near	Birch	Island.	The	fire	was	from	a	campfire	and	
was	contained	to	a	small	area.	The	Ministry	of	
Natural	Resources	did	respond	to	that	fire.	
	
The	greater	challenge	was	relocating	many	of	the	
fire	equipment	stations	to	higher	ground	to	due	to	
rising	water.	Resulting	in	a	delay	in	the	deployment 

Photo:		Visible	Wind	



 

 

The	first	time	we	came	to	McGregor	Bay	was	in	
2004,	when	we	selected	a	number	of	sites	to	include	
in	our	ecosystem	assessment	of	coastal	wetlands	of	
Georgian	Bay.	That	year,	we	used	three	pairs	of	fyke	
nets	(a	type	of	funnel	trap)	-	like	the	ones	we	used	
this	year	-	to	survey	the	fish	and	plant	communities	
in	coastal	marshes	of	McGregor	Bay.	We	returned	in	
2005	to	re-sample	wetlands	with	an	electrofishing	
boat	(which	uses	electricity	to	stun	the	fish	
temporarily	so	we	can	identify	and	measure	their	
length,	and	then	return	them	to	water	after	they	
have	recovered).	Data	from	2004	and	2005	were	
used	in	a	study	to	compare	the	catch	efficiency	of	
fyke	nets	versus	electrofishing	for	routine	
monitoring.	Our	results	showed	that	either	method	
could	be	used	for	quality	assessment	although	
electrofishing	boat	tended	to	favour	large	fish	while	
fyke	nets	favoured	small	fish.	Given	the	lower	cost	
associated	with	the	fyke	nets,	we	have	since	used	
them	for	routine	monitoring	purposes	in	my	
research	program.	We	also	used	the	information	
collected	in	2004-5	to	calculate	index	scores	to	
compare	the	health	of	these	wetlands	with	
hundreds	of	other	coastal	marshes	across	the	Great	
Lakes	basin.		
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Analyzing	Wetland	Biodiversity	in	McGregor	Bay	2019	
Dr.	Pat	Chow	Fraser,	Professor	of	Biology,	McMaster	University	

Since	2005,	we	have	sampled	northern	Georgian	Bay	
4	more	times	in	2007,	2011,	2017	and	last	summer	
in	2019.		Each	time	we	come,	we	repeat	the	fish	and	
plant	surveys	and	use	the	same	indices	to	track	the	
health	status	of	coastal	marshes	such	as	the	Iroquois	
Bay	wetland	complex,	the	fringing	marshes	of	
Wardrope	Island,	Red	Sand	Bay	and	Dead	Horse	Bay.	
This	past	summer,	we	were	particularly	interested	in	
how	the	wetlands	have	been	responding	to	the	high	
water	levels	that	have	been	increasing	since	2015.	
Water	level	of	Georgian	Bay	can	change	the	type	of	
vegetation	that	grows	near	the	water’s	edge,	
depending	on	the	wetland’s	characteristics	such	as	
steepness	of	the	contours	from	the	shoreline	and	
how	exposed	it	is	to	wave	action.	
	
Some	of	our	research	aims	to	identify	factors	that	
determine	suitability	of	habitat	for	major	sport	fish	
such	as	the	northern	pike	and	muskellunge.	As	water	
levels	change,	the	water	depth	below	the	shoreline	
will	also	change,	and	this	will	govern	what	type	of	
plants	will	grow,	and	ultimately	
	
During	the	unprecedented	period	of	low	water	levels	
(1999-2014),	the	meadow,	trees,	shrubs	have	
expanded	above	the	water’s	edge	at	the	expense	of	
the	open-water	species.	
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water	so	that	we	can	capture	the	migratory	species	
that	leave	the	near-shore	at	dawn	and	return	at	
dusk.	Turtles	that	are	caught	in	the	traps,	are	what	
we	call	by-catch	in	our	nets.	They	are	not	the	target	
organism—the	fish	are.	But	turtles	are	curious	and	
they	also	like	fish,	so	they	follow	them	into	the	nets,	
and	are	unable	to	get	out.	We	float	some	empty	
water	bottles	in	the	net	so	that	the	nets	are	not	
entirely	submerged	in	water.	That	way,	turtles	can	
poke	their	heads	out	of	the	water	to	breathe	when	
they	need	air.		
	
We	take	the	water	samples	to	calculate	a	score	for	
the	Water	Quality	Index	(WQI).	There	are	twelve	
variables	in	the	test,	including	phosphorus,	nitrogen,	
chlorophyll,	suspended	solids,	water	turbidity,	water	
temperature	and	pH	of	the	water.	I	use	these	
variables	to	calculate	a	score	that	ranges	from	-3	to	
+3.	Positive	scores indicate	no	degradation,	whereas	
negative	scores	indicate	some	degree	of	
degradation.	Sites	in	McGregor	Bay	have	tended	to	
be	between	1	and	2,	indicating	“very	good”	
conditions.	Our	lab	has	obtained	WQI	scores	for	
coastal	marshes	across	the	Great	Lakes,	so	we	have	
a	very	good	idea	of	which	sites	are	degraded,	and	
which	is	in	pristine	condition.	We	can	use	the	WQI	to	
track	the	effectiveness	of	marsh	restoration	efforts	
and	also	to	determine	if	the	marshes	have	degraded	
through	time.	
	
Although	many	of	the	fish	species	are	still	present	at	
the	Iroquois	wetland	site,	they	are	not	found	in	
waters	too	deep	for	us	to	survey	effectively	with	the	
fyke	nets.	That	is	why	we	are	proposing	to	return	to	
McGregor	next	summer	and	use	the	electrofishing	
boat	to	re-survey	the	fish	communities.	

	

Student research assistant, Nicholas 
Luymes releasing a painted turtle 

Now	that	water	levels	have	returned	to	1997	levels,	
the	water	has	inundated	the	trees,	shrubs	and	
herbaceous	species,	leaving	them	to	die	and	
decompose.		Presence	of	these	tree	stumps	and	
dead	plants	are	preventing	the	submergent	and	
floating	plants	from	re-establishing.	We	are	very	
interested	in	finding	out	how	suitability	of	these	
habitats	has	changed	over	the	past	5	years.  
	
On	the	day	we	arrived	in	McGregor	Bay,	we	set	two	
large	sets	of	nets	in	Iroquois	Bay	(near	the	
church/community	centre).	These	nets	are	usually	
left	in	place	overnight	(18-24	hours	depending	on	
when	we	can	set	the	nets).	We	leave	them	in	the		

Research	Assistant,	Sarah	Rabideau	displays	
on	of	many	musk	turtles	caught	in	the	Fyke	
net	trap.	

From	L-R:		Tanner	Robinson	(Level	4	in	Honours	Life	
Science),	Sarah	Rabideau	(Research	Associate;	MSc	in	
Biology	from	Carleton),	Dr.	Pat	Chow-Fraser	
(Professor,	McMaster	University),	Reta	Meng	(Level	3	
in	Biodiversity	and	Environmental	Science	program),	
Peri	(mascot)	Nicholas	Luymes	(Ph.D	candidate),	



 

 

 

 

 

For	some	years	now	Professor	Patricia	Chow-Fraser,	Department	of	
Biology	at	McMaster	University	has	been	studying	aquatic	life	in	
McGregor	Bay	and	greater	Georgian	Bay.		This	past	summer	she	
became	aware	that	the	endangered	Blanding’s	turtle	has	been	found	
in	McGregor	Bay.		This	was	a	pleasant	surprise	because	there	is	no	
record	of	these	federally	endangered	species	in	the	region.		With	this	
discovery,	Dr.	Chow-Fraser	and	the	McGregor	Bay	Association	have	
joined	together	to	submit	a	proposal	to	Canada’s	Habitat	
Stewardship	Protection	(HSP)	Funds,	to	support	a	2-year	scientific	
study	of	the	endangered	Blanding’s	turtle	in	McGregor	Bay.			
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The	objectives	of	the	project	are	as	follows:	
	

1. To	identify	nesting	and	overwintering	habitat	for	Blanding’s	turtles	living	in	McGregor	Bay,	using	trapping,	
tagging,	and	tracking	protocols	developed	by	western	science.			

2. Recruit	volunteer	cottagers	from	the	MBA	and	youth	from	the	WRFN	community	to	help	trap	and	tag	turtles	
on	provincial	land	(summer	of	2020)	and	on	WRFN	territory	(summer	2021).		

3. Train	cottagers	and	WRFN	community	youth	to	track	turtles	and	to	record	data	for	later	processing	
4. Co-develop	an	educational	program	with	MBA	cottagers’	community	to	ensure	long-term	participation	in	

conservation	of	the	Blanding’s	turtle	population	in	McGregor	Bay	
5. Using	tracking	data	and	field	observations	in	a	GIS,	identify	movement	patterns	of	Blanding’s	turtles	and	

determine	habitat	use	that	will	inform	MBA	when	they	are	ready	to	develop	a	recovery	plan	for	the	
population.	

6. Given	the	many	islands	in	McGregor	Bay,	determine	if	movement	patterns	of	some	of	the	tagged	turtles	pre-
dispose	them	to	collisions	with	motorized	boats	and	personal	watercraft,	and	take	appropriate	actions	to	
mitigate	against	these	risks.	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
Using	the	HSP	funds,	Professor	Patricia	Chow-Fraser	plans	to	work	with	the	McGregor	Bay	Association	to	create	an	
educational	and	training	program	so	that	seasonal	and	permanent	residents	in	McGregor	Bay	could	be	trained	to	
maintain	a	long-term	monitoring	program	of	the	turtles	and	their	habitats.		Her	research	team	will	provide	group	
workshops	and	one-on-one	training	for	serious	volunteers	to	track	turtles	using	radio	telemetry	and	to	record	
relevant	habitat	information.		They	propose	to	create	a	web-based	archive	that	can	be	accessed	by	any	stakeholder	
and	used	freely	for	planning	and	management	purposes.		We	welcome	community	involvement	in	this	project.		
Members	of	the	McGregor	Bay	Association	who	wish	to	participate	in	the	important	work	can	contact	John	
Woodrooffe,	Peter	Zajonc	or	any	member	of	the	MBA	Executive.		
 

Application	for	Funding	to	Study	
Blanding’s	Turtles	in	McGregor	Bay	

John	Woodrooffe,	Peter	Zajonc,	and	Dr.	Pat	Chow-Fraser	

Photo:	Peter		Zajonc	

Photo:	Gillian	Woodrooffe	



 

 

Page 17McGregor Bay Association

Page  23

McGregor Bay Association 

Commercial	fishing	in	Lake	Huron	and	Georgian	Bay	
plays	a	 significant	 social	and	economic	 role	 locally,	
provincially	and	beyond.	However,	its	importance	is	
not	well	known	by	cottagers,	residents	and	tourists	
who	 tend	 to	 focus	 on	 the	 recreational	 side	 of	
fishing.	 	While	we	often	enjoy	eating	locally	caught	
freshwater	fish,	most	of	us	have	little	knowledge	of	
the	significance	of	 commercial	 fishing	 industry	and	
how	 to	 support	 the	 local	 and	 indigenous	 fishing	
communities	and	their	 intergenerational	traditions.	
Currently	 there	 are	 over	 sixty	 local	 commercial	
licensed	fisheries,	including	five	Aboriginal	commercial	fishing	agreements.	
	
Within	our	region,	two	local	commercial	fisheries	cater	to	two	different	niches	markets.	Many	who	visit	Killarney	by	
boat	catch	sight	of	Herbert	Fisheries’	“The	Playfair”	chugging	into	harbor	with	a	load	of	fish	destined	for	its	dockside	
fish	 and	 chips	 stand	 and	 fish	 processing	 plant.	 Since	 it	 first	 opened	 in	 1981,	 it	 has	 expanded	 from	 serving	 from	a	
school	bus	to	two	restaurants,	one	dockside	in	Killarney	and	the	other	in	Sudbury.	
	
On	Burnt	Island	at	the	western	edge	of	Manitoulin	Island,	Pervis	Fisheries	operates	two	75-foot	gill	net	tugs	and	two	
45-foot	trap	net	boats	and	a	dockside	processing	plant.	Certified	as	Ocean	WiseTM	,	the	fish	is	processed	the	same	day	
that	it	is	caught.		Most	of	their	products	are	sold	to	wholesalers;	distributors,	retail	outlets	and	restaurants.	They	also	
operate	a	small	retail	outlet	from	the	plant,	where	they	sell	fresh	or	frozen	filleted	fish,	smoked	fish	and	fish	spreads.	
	
Regulation	and	Harvest	
	
In	1979	the	Ministry	of	Natural	Resources	and	Forestry	(MNRF)	established	the	Upper	Great	Lakes	Management	Unit	
to	regulate	fishing	in	three	distinct	basins	within	the	North	Channel	and	Georgian	Bay,	each	having	its	own	Quota	
Management	Areas	(QMA’s).	
	
Although	 the	amount	of	 fish	harvested	since	the	mid	1990’s	has	decreased	by	half,	 it	still	 represents	an	 important	
segment	to	certain	portions	of	Ontario’s	economy.	According	to	MNRF,	between	2014	and	2018,	the	three	basins	of	
Lake	Huron	 (excluding	open	net	 aquaculture),	produced	14%	of	 the	overall	Ontario	catch	 -	 an	 estimated	3	million	
pounds,	with	a	wholesale	value	of	nearly	$5	million	and	a	market	value	of	nearly	$40	million	dollars.	The	four	major	
commercial	 species	harvested	are	Lake	Whitefish,	 Lake	Trout,	Yellow	Perch	and	Walleye.	Cisco,	Northern	Pike	and	
Channel	 Catfish	 are	 also	 included	 in	 harvest	 statistics,	 as	 well	 as	 non-targeted	 species	 including	 common	 Carp,	
Freshwater	Drum,	Round	Whitefish,	White	Bass	and	White	Perch.	
	
Almost	 two	 thirds	 of	 the	 overall	 catch	 is	 Lake	Whitefish.	 	 Two	million	 pounds	 are	 caught	 annually,	 with	 about	 a	
quarter	coming	 from	Georgian	Bay	and	the	North	Channel.	The	wholesale	 (dockside)	value	 represents	 in	excess	of	
$3.8	million,	jumping	to	a	market	value	of	$26.2	million..		
	
In	the	1960’s	populations	of	Lake	Trout	hit	an	all	time	low	due	to	lamprey	predation	and	over	fishing.	However,	after	
aggressive	Sea	Lamprey	controls	 initiated	by	 the	United	States	and	Canada,	have	made	 incremental	 steps	 towards	
recovery.	 	 Since	 the	mid	2000’s,	 Lake	Trout	harvests	have	averaged	over	432,000	 lbs.	annually	producing	dockside	
values	of	$255,000	and	market	values	reaching	$	5.6	million.	
	
A	popular	eating	fish,	Yellow	Perch	is	harvested	from	the	middle	and	southern	portions	of	Lake	Huron.		Since	the	mid	
2000’s,	 their	 numbers	 have	 also	 started	 to	 recover,	 with	 an	 annual	 average	 dockside	 value	 of	 $796,000	 and	 a	
significant	market	value	of	over	$7.8	million.		
	

Commercial	Fishing	in	the	Great	Lakes	
Bill	Steiss	
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The	Walleye,	(also	known	as	Pickerel)	is	more	common	the	lower	portion	of	Lake	Huron’s	main	basin	than	in	the	
North	Channel	and	northern	Georgian	Bay.	Its	annual	harvest	average	is	nearly	210,000	lbs.	It	is	a	highly	prized	catch,	
with	the	dockside	value	of	$600,000	and	market	value	of	over	$	5million.	
	
Commercial	fishing	has	its	challenges	-	boats	are	in	the	water	from	March	until	January.	Vessels	and	nets	need	
ongoing	maintenance;	there	are	fluctuations	in	catches,	strict	government	regulations	and	export	issues.	
Nevertheless,	the	industry	contributes	a	sizeable	number	of	jobs	to	the	economy	of	the	Province.	In	2016	more	than	
500	active	commercial	fishing	licenses	were	issued	for	Ontario’s	side	of	the	Great	lakes,	employing	nearly	900	people.	
With	indirect	employment	in	retail,	delivery	and	distribution,	the	job	numbers	climb	significantly.		
	
Overfishing,	urban	growth,	industrial	pollution	and	the	invasion	of	the	Sea	Lamprey	had	devastating	impact	on	the	
fishery,	nearly	wiping	out	fish	stocks	especially	in	the	southern	lakes	and	eventually	into	the	upper	lakes.	Of	note,	
however,	recently	introduced	non-native	species,	including	the	Spiny	Water	Flea,	Round	Goby,	Zebra,	Quagga	Mussel	
and	Alewife	have	provided	alternative	food	sources	for	Lake	Trout	and	Lake	Whitefish.	While	the	Quagga	and	Zebra	
Mussels	clear	the	water	by	filtering	out	nutrients,	and	inhibit	the	growth	of	phytoplankton	and	zooplankton	–	an	
important	food	source	for	juvenile	Lake	Whitefish	and	cause	light-sensitive	Walleye	to	seek	deeper	waters.	
	
Limited	quotas,	stocking	and	the	recent	collapse	of	the	invasive	Alewife,	which	preys	on	Lake	Trout	fingerling	have	
lead	to	a	population	increase	particularly	in	the	upper	regions	of	Lake	Huron.	Some	operators	believe	that	the	Lake	
Trout	may	also	be	foraging	on	juvenile	Whitefish,	which	is	not	good	news	for	the	value	of	the	overall	catch.		
	
Since	the	1980’s,	Georgian	Bay	summer	surface	water	temperature	has	increased	2.5	degrees	Celsius,	pushing	Lake	
Whitefish	to	deeper	cooler	water	and	moving	from	their	usual	spawning	and	feeding	grounds	to	different	locales.	
Blooms	of	blue-green	algal	caused	by	warmer	water	temperatures	and	more	intense	storms	also	impact	fish	
populations.	The	current	high	water	levels	and	wave	heights	may	also	damage	fish	spawning	grounds.		
 
The	Georgian	Bay	Association	and	its	partners	work	with	the	Upper	Great	Lakes	Management	Unit	and	the	Ontario	
Fisheries	Association	to	protect	the	fishery	through	written	submissions	to	Federal,	Provincial	and	State	governments	
regarding	invasive	species	controls,	live	bait	restrictions,	recreational	fishing	regulations,	water	quality	and	
protections	for	fish	habitats.	Individually,	there	are	actions	we	can	take	to	protect	this	resource.	Here	are	a	few	ideas:	
	

• Encourage	our	local	eateries	and	food	stores,	to	include	Great	Lakes	fish	and	related	products	on	their	menus	
and	shelves.		

• Consume	more	fish.	Whitefish	and	Trout	boasts	a	long	list	of	health	benefits,	including	a	source	of	beneficial	
omega-3	fatty	acids,	vitamins	and	minerals	

• 	Buy	 fish	 carrying	 a	 food	 security	 label	 so	 you	 know	 what	 you	 are	 eating.	 .	 Locally	 caught	 freshwater	 is	
considered	a	“green”	food	as	their	harvest	requires	relatively	little	fossil	fuel.	

• Encourage	 media	 outlets	 to	 write	 about	 how	 commercial	 fisheries	 support	 local	 economies	 through	
purchasing	supplies,	boat	parts.		

• Urge	 your	 local	 MPP,	 MP	 and	 Town	 Councilors	 to	 become	 familiarized	 with	 Canada’s	 Fisheries	 Act.	 And	
support	traditional	commercial	fishing	operators		improve	their	harvests	through	legislation	that	will	control	
invasive	species,	reduce	plastic	pollution	and	promote	shoreline	protection	wherever	possible.		

	
Commercial	 fishing,	apart	 from	the	products	 they	sell,	 contributes	 to	the	 local	economies	of	Georgian	Bay	and	 the	
North	Channel	and	needs	the	support	of	all	who	visit	the	area.		
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Peggy	Cantwell passed	away	on	July	20,	2019	peacefully	in	her	sleep.	Peggy	is	the	mother	of	Ricky,	Bobby	and	
Yager	Cantwell,	grandmother	of	Chelsea	and	Yager,	Aunt	to	Bridget	and	Bryan,	first	wife	of	Bob	Cantwell.	Peggy	was	
an	incredible	mom,	grandmother,	and	aunt	who	dearly	loved	her	visits	to	the	Bay.	She	will	be	dearly	missed.  

	

Jay	Weichmann passed	away	on	January	29,	2020,	after	a	long	battle	with	
cancer.	He	was	born	on	April	28,	1947.	He	is	survived	by	his	wife,	Angela	Joan	
(DeLoss)	Weichmann,	his	daughters	Stephannie	Ann	(Randy)	Cantrell,	Cheryl	Lynn	
(Stan)	Weichmann,	two	grandchildren	and	five	great	grandchildren,	his	brother	and	
his	sister.			Jay	was	the	love	of	Angie's	life,	and	will	be	missed	by	all	who	knew	him.		
Jay	loved	being	in	THE	BAY.	He	could	to	sit	in	his	closed-in	porch	and	read	for	hours,	
mainly	history.	He	learned	to	enjoy	working	with	Angie	on	projects	around	camp.	He	

also	enjoyed	political	opinions,	and	talking	to	people	with	similar	or	even	opposing	views.	During	the	summer	he	
enjoyed	attending	St.	Christopher's	services	with	Angie,	and	talking	to	people	in	his	church	family	before	and	after	
services.		Knowing	of	Jay’s	illness	in	recent	years	made	his	uplifting	conversation	particularly	inspiring.		People	who	
stopped	to	express	their	support,	often	found	themselves	receiving	as	much	support	as	they	gave.   

	

Ginger	Pence passed	away	on	July	3,	2019,	following	her	husband	Jim,	aka	“Captain	
Canada,”	who	had	passed	away	in	2008.		Ginger	and	Jim	had	purchased	their	cabin	and	
property	on	TP	745,	McGregor	Bay,	in	October	of	1984.		They	named	it	“Wilderwood,”	and	
made	many	cherished	friends	as	they	spent	their	summers	there.		Jim	played	bridge	and	
fished,	while	Ginger	loved	her	flowers,	and	they	both	loved	to	entertain.		Their	children	and	
grandchildren	have	wonderful	memories	of	time	spent	at	the	Bay	with	“Gran	and	Papaw.”	

 

	

Robert	Ghent	-	On	March	16,	2020	at	the	age	of	87,	Robert	passed	away	due	to	Parkinsin’s	
disease.		Known	as	Dr.	Bob,	Dr.	B	and	DOD	(Kindly	Old	Doctor),	Robert	was	a	hardworking,	loyal	
and	devoted	family	man,	physician	and	friend.		His	dry	sense	of	humour,	keen	intelligence	and	
curiosity	will	be	greatly	missed.		He	was	a	builder,	a	tinkerer	and	could	fix	just	about	anything.		
These	skills	came	in	handy	as	he	and	his	wife	Helen	built	and	renovated	two	water-access	camps,	
one	on	Wavy	Lake	near	Sudbury	and	the	other	in	McGregor	Bay.		Perhaps	his	greatest	gifts	to	his	
family,	these	legacy	properties	will	continue	to	be	shared	with	many	loved	ones	and	friends	over	

the	years	to	come.	With	gratitude	and	love,	we	will	continue	the	magical	ritual	of	late-afternoon	saunas	and	beer,	
remembering	the	man	whose	drive,	determination	and	ingenuity	resulted	in	many	lasting	gifts	for	his	entire	family.	

REMEMBERING…	
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Daisies!	Just	like	Lee	said,		
	
As	she	poured	little	black	seeds	
	
Into	an	envelope.		
	
And	yellow	sedum	too,	and	thyme,		
	
Last	year	she	rolled	you	up	like	grass,		
Plants	that	grow	in	crevices.		
	
So	we	unrolled	you	on	our	rocks	in	the	Bay,		
threw	your	black	dots		
	
“anywhere,	just	as	you	please,”		
	
And	we	watched	for	you.		
	
	
Look	at	you	now!		
	
Jumping	up	with	fresh-washed	daisy	faces	
	
	Under	the	window	box		
	
With	the	pink	geraniums.		
	
We	see	you,	our	sedum,		
	
Yellow	sedum,	red,		
	
And	those	purple	whatcha	callums,	
		
Glory	be.		
Where	Grandma	Wells’	mock	orange	bloomed	
alone,		
Now	it	joins	your	crowd,		
	
swishing	regal	skirts	of	white,		
	
As	we	sit	in	splendor	with	our	coffee.	
	
	Pancakes	and	blueberries,	rejoice—	
	
We	have	a	garden!	
 

~ Judy Young 

We	watched	for	you	


